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DANNY’S 
DEEP 
THOUGHTS 


When Mark Gruenwald 
asked me to write this col- 
umn for this week’s Bullpen 
Bulletins, | started to write a 
pithy little — okay, a really 
long — essay on Spider- 
Man and the comics indus- 
try in general. | put myself 
to sleep. 

Instead, | figured I'd just 
give you what you really 
want: hot gossip. So read 
on and discover ... 


THE TOP TEN 
THINGS CARNAGE 
DOESN'T WANT YOU 
TO KNOW ABOUT 
HIM! 

10. 
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Cries at weddings 


Bakes a dynamite 
cheesecake. 
Knows names of 
all Menudo 
members. 


Can't water ski 


Hates the color 
red, 


Doesn't floss. 


Still has his old 
report cards. 
Liked “Rocky V” 
@ the best. 
And the number one thing 
Carnage doesn’t want you 
to know about him: 


q Can't spell 

@ “symbiote.” 

See ya in the funny papers, 
Dawn 


Danny Fingeroth 


is old TV theme song says that Spider- 

Man can do whatever a spider can...but 

we know for a fact that he can’t lay eggs, 
and he can’t shoot webs from his butt, no matter 
how hard he tries. 

Another thing the webbed wonder can’t do is 
attend the semi-annual Spider-Summit here in 
Manhattan at the Mark (no relation to Bagley) 
Hotel; that radioactive little event is attended 
exclusively by creators of the Spidey titles. The 
most recent summit was held this past March, 
and attended by spider-writers only; another one 
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will be held this fall, which both writers and 
artists are invited to attend. (No Jonah 
Jamesons allowed!) 

Assistant editor Mike Lackey described the 
March Web-Fest as being “very, very spidery,” 
but then, Mike’s got webs on the brain. Group 
Editor Danny Fingeroth, who's just full of Venom 
these days, presided over the whole affair, ruling 
wisely over his Kingdom of the Spiders (not to be 
confused with the 1977 William Shatner flick of 
the same name). 

Spinning Spidey’s webs were an all-star cast 
of tale-spinners: David “AMAZING” Michelinie 


(rhymes with “Tickle my bee”), Steven “SPEC- 
TACULAR” Grant (rhymes with “U Thant”), who 
will be your friendly neighborhood writer on that 
title beginning with issue #204, Howard 
“ADJECTIVELESS” Mackie (rhymes with 
“Perquackey”), who debuts as regular writer on 
SPIDER-MAN with issue #44, and Tom “UNLIM- 
ITED” DeFalco (rhymes with “Norelco”). Togeth- 
er, these arach-nerds hatched a passel of new 
plot threads in which to entangle our walloping 
web-snapper. 

After the sensational resolution of the current 
“Maximum Carnage” storyline, the 
main thread to be untangled (are you 
getting as tired of these clever “web” 
references as we are?) is the mystery 
regarding Peter Parker's parents. Are 
they clones? Are they mutants? Or 
are they really Peter’s parents? The 
answer is more mysterious than that 
fishbowl on Mysterio’s head! Your 
spider-sense should be tingling for 
the resolution of that storyline around 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #390. 

Danny plans on spewing even 
more Venom, as the psychopathic 
symbiote gets a trio of new limited 
series in ’93. The first, beginning next 
month, is VENOM: FUNERAL PYRE 
By Carl Potts, Tom Lyle (who be- 
comes the new regular penciler of 
ADJECTIVELESS with issue #44), and 
Joe Rubinstein. The second, featur- 
ing Venom vs. the Juggernaut, is by 
Ann Nocenti, Kelley Jones, and 
John Beatty. After that is one by 
Howard Mackie, Ron Lim, and Al 
Milgrom featuring the V-Man against 
Ghost Rider! 

Danny promises a resolution to the 
Mary Jane Watson smoking plotline 
“which will leave readers coughing for 

more!” Secrets of Doc Ock’s past will be 
revealed in UNLIMITED #3, as the master villain 
returns more powerful than ever. And the char- 
acters introduced in this year’s Spidey annuals 
will be back for more Spider-ific action. 

In summing up all the plans for the Spidey 
books, Danny said, “We're going to make the new 
Brand Ecchs look like they’re standing still!” And 
assistant editor Mike, who never lets his web- 
shooters clog, concluded his thoughts on the 
summit by saying, “I got free lunch for two days!” 

Face it, tigers — you've just hit the web- 
slinging jackpot! 
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OUT OF MY HEAD 
The band Green Jello just changed its 
name last month to Green Jelly. All right, 


the republic still stands, the flag still 
flies, but if we glean say thi from this, 
we learn that change aie hand is un- 
predictable and inevitable. 

Our humble 2099 office is not exempt 
from change either. I'm pleased and 
proud to announce that Sarra Mossoff, 
the assistant editor on these books since 


” for a change. 
Joining us here in the months to come 
from the Universe Next Door is Matt 
Morra, who's been assisting Bobbie 
Chase in Bringa you GHOST RIDER, 
THE HULK and a host of others. 
Congratulations are in order all 
around. So write! 


Dear Target Practice, 

I've read the first three issues of PUNISHER 
2099 and alll have to say is wow! | usedto go 
to the local comic shop and grab an issue of 
DARKHAWK. | still do, but | also get PUNISHER 
2099. 

Everything about this comic series is great, 
but this guy Jake Gallows is too soft on crime. 
Let me explain. Frank Castle would never leta 
guy live who he felt was guilty, not even in 

rison. He would shoot them, letthem bleed a 
Cit then finish them off. Please think about 
that for future issues. Also, what’s with the 
major symbol alterations? The skull has light- 
ning bolts for eyes. 

Issue #1’s metallic cover was greaf, the plot- 
lines are exciting and Jake's weapons are ter- 
tific, This series is the best! 

Well, until the Punisher trades in his arsenal 
for a copy of TV Guide, I'll be following this 
character. 

Bryce Dunlop 

353 Renaudline Belle 
River, Ont. 

Canada, NOR1AO 


Jake's definitely cut from a different 
(lightning) bolt than his predecessor, as 
you'll continue to see, Bryce! 


Dear Target Practice, 
PUNISHER 2099 is the best by far! I've got 
issues #1, #2, #3, and #4 and I'll continue 


buying them. 

The artwork’s great and the stories are fan- 
tastic! | hope there will be a 2099 Armory. | 
also hope Frank Castle and Jake Gallows will 
meet someday. You guys are smart; I'm sure 
you'll figure something out. 

Derek Dawson 
104 Read Ave. 
Coventry, RI 02816 


All letters for publication must Include your name and address, 
although we will gladiy.withhoid that info upon request. 


Derek, as far as we can tell, Mr. Castle 
has no time machine in his armory, but if 
it's team-ups you want, the big crossover 
this December should do the trick! 


Dear Punishers of 2099, 

Since issue #1, I've noticed that Jake Gallows 
is a little bit like Frank Castle. | mean, Jake's 
family was murdered by a gang of criminals, 
while Franks family was wiped out by some 
mobsters. Otherwise, they’re a century apart! 

It's interesting to see a different Punisher 
every once in a while! Because after a while, 
you do get kind of tired of Frank Castle being 
Punisher all the time! I'd like to mention that 
you've had some awesome covers and a good 
storyline for his family’s death. 


Will Willman 
11636 Cherry 
Kansas City, MO 64131 


The similarities are what inspired Jake, 
Will! But still, Jake's a different guy and we 
hope you see the development Ai his per- 
sonality in future issues! 


Dear Target Practice, 

| have to be one of the Punisher’s greatest 
fans. I'm sticking with him through WAR: 
JOURNAL, WAR ZONE, and all of his special 
collections. Being such a fan, I’ve certainly 
noticed his new 2099 series. I'm amazed at 
this new character, Jake Gallows. He's just as 
brutal and gruesome as Frank Castle, maybe 
more so. One question: how did Frank Castle 

1e§ 

You should print a special collector's edition 
that tells if Frank diéd in battle or just of 
natural causes. I’m not saying you should kill 
off all of the regular PUNISHER titles, but just 
a story that shows how he dies. Thanks. 


Ben Caovette 
807 Pleasant Hill Rd. 
Brunswick, ME 04011 


Don'tcha think if we printed that story it 
would be a bit of a bummer for the present- 
day Punisher, Ben? 


Yo Target Practice, 

Wake up and get some new ideas. I've bought 
some PUNISHER, WAR JOURNAL, and WAR 
ZONE, but lose the tired old story. It just so 
happens that Jake Gallows finds Frank Castle's 
journal and then Gallows’ family gets killed? 
Come on! The 2099 Punisher now wants three 
things: revenge, more guns, and to be left 
alone. 

To put it nicely, this guy is totally crazy. The 
weird thing is, | love him. | love his life on the 
edge all the time. Whoever thought up all his 
cool weapons, keep it up, they're greatl I've 
got to say, Make Mine Marvel! 

David Martinez 
4446 Roosevelt St. 
Chino, CA 91710 


Tony Skinner takes a special pride in 
inventing newer and better weapons for 
31 


Jake's arsenal, as you'll see in the coming 
months, Dave! 


Dear Target Practice, 

| love the PUNISHER 2099 and I've never 
missed an ish. Now that Fearmaster’s power is 
revealed, I’m happy. | have some suggestions: 

You should make a Kingpin 2099. I'm not 
used fo all the new villains yet. 

Team up Ravage and Punisher 2099! It'd be 
great! 

Make Frank Castle break in to Four Free- 
doms Plaza and use the time transporter. 

Until the Punisher uses a pop gun, Make 
Mine Marvel. 


Jim Lechase 
(Address withheld by request) 


For the most part, we prefer creating new 
stuff to relying on the past, Jim. Marvel 
doesn’t like to rest on its laurels. 

As for the team-up, everybody in 2099 
fights alongside everybody else in the 
2099 crossover, “The Fall of the Hammer,” 
at the end of this year! And Castle's a nasty 
guy...but stealing from Reed Richards...? 


Dear Joey and Sarra, 
PUNISHER 2099 #4 was very good. | hope 
oute still planning for more 2099 characters 
cause | already bought three from your reg- 
ular selections: SPIDER-MAN, RAVAGE and 
PUNISHER. 
| enjoy Punisher the best because he is 
more Glaverand brutal than the others. hope 
the good stories will continue. Until next time, 
Make Mine 2099! 


Vince Rod Katindoy 


#47 Sgt. Catolos St. Cubao 
QC. Philippines 1111 


How about the Hulk 2099 in 2099 UN- 
LIMITED...and X-MEN 2099 this August, 
Vince? 


NEXT ISSUE: The start of a trilogy of tales 
entitled “Love and Bullets!” Don't be de- 
ceived by the title...it's everything you’ve 
asked for in your letter ind more! 


